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Northwest Territories

Did you know…
• In 2001, of all of the provinces and territories, the Northwest Territories had

the fifth smallest Aboriginal population at 18,730 people, representing 2%
of all Aboriginal people in Canada.61

• Around half (50.5%) of the population of the Northwest Territories is
Aboriginal.

• Less than 2% of Canada’s North American Indian population live in the
Northwest Territories. Among the North American Indian population living
in the Northwest Territories about 15% live in urban areas.

• Slightly more than 1% of Canada’s Métis population live in the Northwest
Territories. More than one-third (35%) of Métis people living in the
Northwest Territories live in urban areas.

• In 2001, the Northwest Territories had the fourth largest Inuit population in
Canada (3,905 people). More than three-quarters (76%) of Inuit living in
the Northwest Territories live in the self-governing Inuit region of Inuvialuit.
Around 935 Inuit live in other areas of the Northwest Territories.

Aboriginal population
This report will focus on the total Aboriginal identity population.

Demographics

Young, diverse and growing
The age distribution for the North American Indian, Métis and Inuit populations
living in the Northwest Territories is relatively young. In 2001, 50% of North
American Indians, 51% of Métis and 55% of Inuit were under the age of 25
compared to 33% of the non-Aboriginal population. Around 21% of North
American Indians, 20% of Métis and 17% of Inuit were 45 years and over compared
to 27% of the non-Aboriginal population.
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The majority of the Aboriginal population were North American Indian
(57%), about 21% were Inuit and 19% were Métis. The remaining 3% either
identified with more than one Aboriginal group, or did not identify with an
Aboriginal group but reported having registered Indian status and/or band
membership.

Chart 1: Age distribution, Aboriginal identity groups, Northwest Territories, 2001 Census
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Chart 2: Population reporting an Aboriginal identity, by Aboriginal group, Northwest Territories,
2001 Census
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Yellowknife was the urban area with the largest Aboriginal population at
3,640 representing around 19% of the total Aboriginal population in the Northwest
Territories.

In 2001, there were 1,595 North American Indians, 1,290 Métis and 660
Inuit, living in Yellowknife, and Aboriginal people represented 22% of the total
population living there.
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Education

Improving educational profile
The educational profile of the Métis and Inuit populations are improving. The
proportion of Métis aged 25 and over with post-secondary qualifications increased
from 44% in 1996 to 47% in 2001. The proportion of Inuit aged 25 and over with
post-secondary qualifications increased from 27% in 1996 to 32% in 2001. The
educational profile of the North American Indian population remained relatively
unchanged over the same period. The proportion of North American Indians
aged 25 and over with post-secondary qualifications increased slightly from 28%
in 1996 to 29% in 2001.

When it comes to post-secondary schooling, many Aboriginal people pursue
college and trades certification. Among those 25 years and over, 26% of the North
American Indian population, 39% of the Métis population and 29% of the Inuit
population had college or trades certificates and diplomas.

Table 1: Highest level of schooling, Adults 25 years and over, Northwest Territories, 2001 Census1

Total North Total
Aboriginal American non-Aboriginal
population Indian Métis Inuit  population

percent

Less than high school 50 56 33 47 13
High school graduation 5 4 8 5 10
Some postsecondary 12 10 12 16 11
Trades certificate or diploma 16 14 20 16 17
College certificate or diploma 14 12 19 13 20
University certificate or diploma (below Bachelor level) 1 1 1 1 3
University degree 3 2 7 2 26

1. Some columns may not add to 100% due to random rounding.

Many Aboriginal adults have not completed high school. The 2001 APS
showed the most common reasons for leaving high school early, for Aboriginal
people living in the Northwest Territories (excluding Inuvialuit), were ‘problems
at home/to help at home’ or ‘had to work’. Within Inuvialuit, the most common
reasons for adults were ‘wanted to work’ and ‘problems at home/to help at home’.

Text box 2

In this report the Inuvialuit region includes Paulatuk, Inuvik, Aklavik, Tuktoyaktuk,
Sachs Harbour and Holman.
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Young men and women gave different reasons for not completing high
school. Aboriginal men aged 15 to 34 most often reported that they ‘wanted to
work’ (29% reported this reason). For Aboriginal women aged 15 to 34, the top
reason was ‘pregnancy/taking care of children’ (27% gave this reason).

1 in 3 adults had an Aboriginal teacher or teachers’ aide
Almost one in three (31%) Aboriginal people 15 years and over living in the
Northwest Territories (excluding Inuvialuit) had an Aboriginal teacher or teachers’
aide while at elementary or high school. Within Inuvialuit, 38% of people aged
15 and over had an Aboriginal teacher or teachers’ aide while at elementary or
high school.

More than half (52%) of Aboriginal children aged 6 to 14 living in the
Northwest Territories (excluding Inuvialuit) had attended an early childhood
development or preschool program when they were younger. Of those who had
attended an early childhood development or preschool program, about 34% had
attended a program specifically designed for Aboriginal children. Within Inuvialuit,
41% of children aged 6 to 14 had attended an early childhood development or
preschool program and of those 24%E had attended a program specifically designed
for Aboriginal children.

Chart 3: Reasons for not finishing high school, Aboriginal adults 15 years and over,
Northwest Territories, 2001 APS1
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Residential school attendance

More than 1 in 5 adults attended a residential school
In 2001, 80% of Aboriginal adults living in the Northwest Territories reported
that at least one of their family members had attended a federal residential school
or industrial school.

About 2,740 Aboriginal people aged 15 and over reported attending a
residential school, representing 23% of the Aboriginal adult population.62

North American Indians were more likely to have attended a residential
school (24%) than Métis (15%); however Inuit were most likely to have attended
(27%). Within Inuvialuit, 31%E of adults had attended a residential school.

People in older age groups were the most likely to have attended a residential
school. Approximately 60% of North American Indians aged 45 to 54 years of
age had attended a residential school, as had 54% of North American Indians
aged 55 years and over. Among Inuit, 74% of those aged 45 to 54 and 63% of
those 55 years and over reported that they had attended residential school.

Information technology
In 2001, the majority (60%) of the Aboriginal adult population reported that they
had used a computer in the past 12 months. During the same period, almost half
(49%) of the Aboriginal adult population had utilised the Internet.

Employment

Unemployment remains high
Overall, North American Indian, Métis and Inuit adults 15 years and over,
experience much higher unemployment rates than the non-Aboriginal population.
In 2001, 20% of the North American Indian population, 12% of the Métis
population and 20% of the Inuit population were unemployed, compared to 4%
of the non-Aboriginal population. Across all groups, men were more likely to be
unemployed than women. This pattern was also reflected among Aboriginal youth
aged 15 to 24.

The unemployment rate was particularly high among North American
Indian, Métis and Inuit youth aged 15 to 24. Around 31% of North American
Indian youth, 17% of Métis and 27% of Inuit youth were unemployed compared
to 10% among non-Aboriginal youth.
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Mobility and housing

Aboriginal people less likely to change residence
Unlike other areas of Canada, Aboriginal people in the Northwest Territories
were less likely to change residences than non-Aboriginal people. From 1996 to
2001, less than half (49%) of Aboriginal people had changed residences, compared
to 60% of the non-Aboriginal population.

North American Indian people were the least likely to move. In 2001, 43%
of North American Indians reported moving at least once in the previous five
years, compared to 54% of Métis and 59% of Inuit.

The 2001 APS showed most people moved to the community where they
currently live because of family reasons.

Chart 4: Unemployment rate, Adults 15 years and over, and youth aged 15 to 24 years,
Northwest Territories, 2001 Census
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One in five Aboriginal homes require major repairs
The 2001 Census found approximately 21% of all Aboriginal households in the
Northwest Territories required major repairs. 63 Around 32% of Aboriginal
households required minor repairs and 46% of Aboriginal households required
regular maintenance only.

Chart 5: Reasons for moving to current city, town or community, Aboriginal adults 15 years and over,
Northwest Territories, 2001 APS1
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Chart 6: Percentage of Aboriginal homes requiring repairs, Northwest Territories, 2001 Census
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1 in 8 do not consider water safe to drink
A safe source of drinking water is fundamental to good health. In 2001, around
one in eight (13%) Aboriginal people living in the Northwest Territories (excluding
Inuvialuit) reported that the water available to their homes was not safe for drinking,
and nearly one in four (24%) reported that there are times of the year when their
water is contaminated. Within Inuvialuit, almost one in six (16%) considered
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their water at home to be unsafe for drinking and one in three (33%), reported
that there were times of the year when their water was contaminated.

In 2001, almost one in ten (9%) Aboriginal households in the Northwest
Territories were considered to be overcrowded. 64

Core housing need higher among Aboriginal households
The incidence of core housing need in the Northwest Territories was higher among
North American Indian, Métis and Inuit households than non-Aboriginal
households.65 In 2001, approximately 27% of North American Indian households
were in core housing need, as were 17% of Métis households and 26% of Inuit
households. In comparison, around 12% of non-Aboriginal households in the
Northwest Territories were in core housing need.

Health

Majority report very good or excellent health
In 2001, the majority of the Aboriginal population aged 15 or older – 60% –
reported excellent or very good health. Older people were less likely to report
excellent or very good health than younger people.

Chart 7: Percentage reporting excellent or very good health status, Aboriginal adults 15 years and
over, by age groups, Northwest Territories, 2001 APS
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The majority of parents of Aboriginal children living in the Northwest
Territories reported that their children’s health was excellent or very good – 81%
did so. Approximately 16% reported ‘good’ health for their children and 3%E

reported that their children’s health was fair or poor.

Eating breakfast has many benefits for children, including providing energy
for the morning’s activities, helping them to get ready to learn and maintaining a
healthy body weight. In 2001, 88% of children aged 6 to 14 ate breakfast 5 to 7
days a week.

Arthritis or rheumatism most reported chronic condition
More than one-third (36%) of Aboriginal adults have been diagnosed with at
least one long-term health condition. Arthritis or rheumatism was the most
commonly reported chronic condition, affecting around one in nine Aboriginal
people over the age of 15.

Chart 8: Self-rated health status, Aboriginal adults 15 years and over, Northwest Territories, 2001 APS
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About 11% of Aboriginal people reported fair or poor health, and the
remaining 29% described their health as good. In general, the North American
Indian, the Métis and the Inuit populations reported similar levels of health status
as the total Aboriginal population.
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Around 30% of Aboriginal children under 15 years of age had been diagnosed
with a long-term health condition. In 2001, about one in ten Aboriginal children
were reported to have allergies.

The majority (56%) of the Aboriginal adult population living in the
Northwest Territories (excluding Inuvialuit) reported seeing or talking on the
telephone with a doctor about their physical, emotional or mental health in the
previous year. About 7% had contacted a traditional healer and 52% had contacted
a nurse. In Inuvialuit, approximately half of the adult population had been in
contact with a doctor and 58% had been in contact with a nurse.

Around 41% of Aboriginal children living in the Northwest Territories
(excluding Inuvialuit) had been in contact with a doctor, 12% had been in contact
with a pediatrician and 53% of children had been in contact with a public health
nurse or nurse practitioner. Within Inuvialuit, around 39% of children had been
in contact with a doctor, 17% had been in contact with a pediatrician, and 58%
had been in contact with a public health nurse or nurse practitioner.

Table 3: Percentage of Aboriginal children, under 15 years of age, with selected chronic conditions,
Northwest Territories, 2001 APS

Diagnosed with… Aboriginal children

percent

Allergies 10.4
Asthma 4.8
Ear infections or ear problems 8.0
Learning disability 4.0

Table 2: Percentage of Aboriginal adults, 15 years and over, diagnosed with selected chronic
conditions, Northwest Territories, 2001 APS

Total North
Aboriginal American

Diagnosed with… population  Indian Métis Inuit

percent

Arthritis or rheumatism 12 11 14 11
High blood pressure 8 6 7 E 11
Asthma 5 5 7 E 4 E

Stomach problems or intestinal ulcers 7 8 6 E 4 E

Diabetes 3 3 6 E x
Heart problems 4 3 4 E 5 E
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Language

Aboriginal languages a priority for many Aboriginal people
The 2001 APS found that many Aboriginal people consider Aboriginal languages
to be an important priority — 75% of Aboriginal adults reported that learning,
relearning or maintaining their Aboriginal language was ‘somewhat important’ or
‘very important’.

Approximately 82% of the North American Indian population thought it
was ‘somewhat important’ or ‘very important’ to keep, learn or relearn their
Aboriginal language compared to 52% of the Métis population and 75% of the
Inuit population.

Many North American Indian, Métis and Inuit youth aged 15 to 24 also
thought it was ‘somewhat important’ or ‘very important’ to learn, relearn or
maintain their Aboriginal language (78%, 48% and 71% respectively).

About 69% of the Aboriginal adult population in the Northwest Territories
(excluding Inuvialuit) can speak or understand an Aboriginal language, even if it
is with effort or a few words. About 78% of those who said that they could
understand an Aboriginal language reported that they could do so ‘very well’ or
‘relatively well’. Approximately 66% of those who said that they could speak an
Aboriginal language reported that they could do so ‘very well’ or ‘relatively well’.

In Inuvialuit about 59% of the adult population can speak or understand an
Aboriginal language, even if it is with effort or a few words. About 59% of those
who said that they could understand an Aboriginal language reported that they
could do so ‘very well’ or ‘relatively well’. Approximately 44% of adults living in
Inuvialuit who said they could speak an Aboriginal language reported that they
could do so ‘very well’ or ‘relatively well’.
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Endnotes
61. One of the goals of the Census is to enumerate the entire population on Census Day. Inevitably,

however, some people are not counted, this is termed undercoverage. For the 2001 Census the
population net undercoverage rate was 2.99%. This means that, on a net basis, the census missed
2.99% of the persons (924,429 persons) that it should have enumerated. Among the provinces and
territories the highest net undercoverage rate was in the NorthwestTerritories at 8.11% that is 3,295
persons. Some of the people missed by the census may have been Aboriginal.

62. Percentages for residential school attendance are based on the population that ever attended any
school. Excluded are those with no formal education.

63. For Aboriginal family households, any household in which at least one spouse, common-law partner
or a lone parent identifies as North American Indian (Status or Non-Status), Métis, or Inuit is
counted accordingly. For Aboriginal non-family households, any household in which at least half
the members identify as North American Indian (Status, or Non-Status), Métis, or Inuit is counted
accordingly. In cases where two or more identity groups are represented in the same household, the
household will be counted in both groups. For example, ahousehold with one Métis and one Inuit
spouse will be counted as both a Métis and as an Inuit household. CMHC, 2001 Census Housing
Series Issue 6: Aboriginal Households. August 2004.

64. For the purpose of this analysis, overcrowding is defined as more than 1.0 person per room.
65. A household is said to be in core housing need if its housing falls below at least one of the adequacy,

suitability, or affordability standards, and it would have to spend 30% or more of its before-tax
income to pay the median rent of alternative local housing that is acceptable (meets all three standards).
Source: CMHC, 2001 Census Housing Series Issue 6: Aboriginal Households. August 2004.
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For reports on other provinces and territories, and for more information on
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Specific inquiries about this product and related statistics or services should be
directed to: Social and Aboriginal Statistics Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa,
Ontario, K1A 0T6 (telephone: (613) 951-5979).




